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Law Day 2018, Tuesday, May 1st 

Separation of Powers: Framework For Freedom 
 
 
Dear Law Day Presenter: 
 
Thank you very much for agreeing to participate in the Lincoln Bar Association's Law 
Day 2018 activities planned for Tuesday, May 1, 2018, at several Lincoln area high 
schools. If for some reason you are unable to fulfill the presentation time slot you were 
assigned, please try to find a replacement and let Jeff Lapin know about the 
replacement presenter at jlapin@lapinlawoffices.com or 402-421-8033. 
 
The schedule of where and when you will present will be emailed to you. It, along with 
the materials set forth below, are also available on our website: 
(http://www.lincolnbarassociation.com/event/law-day-2018-presentations) 
 
Please find enclosed the following items to assist in the presentation: 
 

Presenters Outline 
PDF of PowerPoint Presentation 
LBA Committee Contacts 
School Information 

 
We would advise printing and bringing the Outline and PDF with you. 
 
The presentation is expected to last approximately 45-50 minutes. The presentation 
begins with the Schoolhouse Rock video “I’m Just a Bill”. It then provides an overview of 
the three branches of government and the concept of the separation of powers. The 
presentation then has a review activity to help the students further understand who has 
the power. There are three interactive scenarios to be presented to the students and the 
presentation can conclude with questions about the theme and/or your practice of law. 
 
This seems like a lot for volunteer presenters to cover, and we appreciate you 
volunteering, so we have tried to make this as easy on you as possible by providing the 
comprehensive PowerPoint presentation with scripted slides to guide you through the 
presentation. 
 
Before the presentation, remember to introduce yourself and describe what you do, as 
the students are very interested in hearing about our profession. 
 
  



 

Please arrive at least ten (10) minutes prior to your class period to ensure that we can 
begin each class promptly. Your confirmed class presentation time is included in the 
enclosed schedule. 
 
Law Day 2018 will kick off with a presentation to the students by the Chief Justice and 
State Senator Laura Ebke at 8:00 a.m. at Lincoln High School. 
 
We appreciate your participation in this worthwhile event highlighting the role of the law. 
 
If you have any questions about the materials, please contact Abby Osborn, 402-484-
7700 / abby@shiffermillerlaw.eom or Rick Tast 402-601-8829. 
 
Thank you for helping make Law Day 2018 a success! 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

Abby Osborn & Rick Tast 

Abby Osborn & Rick Tast 
Law Day 2018 Committee Co-Chairs 
Lincoln Bar Association 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
  



LAW DAY 2018 PRESENTATION OUTLINE 

I. Introduction (5 minutes): Introduce yourselves and answer any questions about 
the practice of law. Describe Law Day. Law Day was established in 1958 by 
President Dwight Eisenhower to celebrate the role of law and its importance in 
our society. Each year the American Bar Association establishes a theme for 
Law Day and this year’s theme is “Separation of Powers: Framework For 
Freedom.” 

 
II. Law Day Theme (5-10 minutes): [there is a PowerPoint you will use throughout 

the presentation which includes the materials for the rest of the presentation 
including the theme and class exercises. The classroom should have the 
PowerPoint set up for you. If not, ask the teacher to prepare it.] 
a. I’m Just a Bill Video 
b. Overview of Separation of Powers 
c. There are 7 slides with a script provided below each slide within the 

PowerPoint or printed materials to help the students have a basic 
understanding of the three branches of government and the separation of 
powers. 

 
III. Class Exercises (25-30 Minutes): 

a. Who’s got the power - (PowerPoint slides 11-17; PDF page 11) 
i. This is an interactive question and answer session with an answer 

key for the presenter and the PowerPoint slides coordinated to go 
with the activity. 

b. Three Interactive Scenarios - (PowerPoint slides 18, 20 & 23; PDF pages 
15 & 18) 

i. These will be read by a volunteer student or the presenter and on 
the screen for the other students to read along. 

ii. You will need one volunteer for each scenario.  
iii. You will hand them an index card with that scenario on it. You will 

have the student read the scenario to the class. (or the presenter 
may read the scenario). 

iv. Once the student volunteer finishes reading the scenario ask the 
corresponding questions, which have the corresponding 
answers/explanations on PowerPoint slides 19, 21-22, 23 (PDF 
pages 13-14; 16-17, 18). 

v. Get through as many scenarios as you can while leaving time for 
questions. 
 

IV. Final Questions and class discussion (5-10 minutes): If you have run out of formal 
materials, invite questions about the practice of law, and/or tell about a 
meaningful opportunity you’ve had related to your legal practice/education. 





























Moreover, the use of the seizure technique to solve labor disputes in order to prevent work stoppages was not 
only unauthorized by any congressional enactment; prior to this controversy, Congress had refused to adopt 
that method of settling labor disputes…. 

It is clear that if the President had authority to issue the order he did, it must be found in some provision of the 
Constitution. And it is not claimed that express constitutional language grants this power to the President. 

The order cannot properly be sustained as an exercise of the President's military power as Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces. The Government attempts to do so by citing a number of cases upholding broad powers in 
military commanders engaged in day‐to‐day fighting in a theater of war . . . we cannot with faithfulness to our 
constitutional system hold that the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces has the ultimate power as such to 
take possession of private property in order to keep labor disputes from stopping production. This is a job for the 
Nation's lawmakers, not for its military authorities. . . .  

In the framework of our Constitution, the President's power to see that the laws are faithfully executed refutes 
the idea that he is to be a lawmaker. The Constitution limits his functions in the lawmaking process to the 
recommending of laws he thinks wise and the vetoing of laws he thinks bad. . . . 

The Founders of this Nation entrusted the lawmaking power to the Congress alone in both good and bad times. 
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Law Day 2018 Volunteer Schedules and Committee Contacts: 

Please see the attached volunteer schedules as of the time of printing.  Additional 

volunteers may have been added since the materials were printed and will be updated 

on the website accordingly.  Please direct any questions to your committee contact 

listed below.  

 

Committee Contacts: 

Arts and Humanities:  Melanie Kirk – 402-617-0685 

Zoo School:   Melanie Kirk – 402-617-0685 

Bryan Comm.:  Abby Osborn – 308-991-8713 

Southeast High: Abby Osborn – 308-991-8713 

Lincoln High: Carly Bahramzad – 402-802-7944 

Northeast High:  Candice Wooster (8:45 am – 11:30 am) – 402-840-7713 

   Rick Tast (11:30 am – 2:15pm) – 402-601-8829 

Southwest High:  Jeff Lapin – 402-730-3111 

Northstar High:  Jessica Kerkhofs (8:00 am – 12:00 pm) – 402-216-6126 

   Corey Wasserburger (12:00 pm – 2:00 pm) – 402-613-8745  



 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Lincoln High School is located at 2229 J Street. The main entrance is on the north 
side of the building. There are visitor stalls in the front of the lot on the north side of 
the building. Please enter the main entrance and check in with security. You will be 
given a name tag and escorted or directed to your room. 

Lincoln North Star High School is located at 5801 North 33rd Street. There is a 
separate parking area for visitor's located to the north as you face the school, right 
in front of the building. Use the main entrance and check in at the office immediately 
inside the front doors. You will be directed to your room. 

Bryan Community High School is located at 300 South 48th Street. There are 
parking lots on the North and South side of the building. Feel free to park in either 
if spaces are available, Enter Door 1, which is located in the center of the building 
facing 48th Street and check in with the office. 

Lincoln Zoo School/Science Focus Program is located at the Lincoln Zoo, 
1222 S. 27th Street. Park in the Zoo parking lot and walk to the Zoo Entrance. The 
Zoo Administration Building is on the left. Sign in at the Administration Building. 

Lincoln Northeast High School is located at 2634 N. 63td Street. Visitor 
parking is located on the north side of the building, facing the chain link fence 
outlining the football field. Go through the front doors and check in security. 

Lincoln Southeast High School is located at 2930 South 37th Street. There 
should be parking spots in the front lot off 37th Street. Check in at the main office. 
Someone will escort you to the classroom. If there are no spots in the front lot; 
there should be street parking in the neighborhood across the street. 

Lincoln Southwest High School is located at 7001 South 14th Street (South 
14th and Pine Lake Road). There is a guest parking lot to the right just as you 
enter the school parking area. When you enter the drive, take the very first right 
and then take a left into the visitors' lot. Go into the office to check in and you will 
be directed to the appropriate room. 
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