
Although 2016 had been an 
extraordinary year, I am not 
very good at yearly reflection 

articles –it is just not my way of 
doing things. I do not have fancy 
quotes or sages of wisdom for 
you, and no one really wants to 
hear my ramblings, about how 
great our Lincoln Bar Association 
is and why you all should join, so 
I’m going to make this short and 
simple.
 If you attended our December 
Meet the Judges you would have 
noticed that it was well attended 
by the Judiciary in Lancaster 
County.  In fact I think there 
were more judges than attorneys.  
However, what I would like to 

point out is that 92 year old, 
retired Municipal Judge, Don 
Grant, found a way to make it to 
our gathering on a cold night in 
December.  Also Court of Appeals 
Judge Riko Bishop chose to spend 
some of her birthday at our event.  
To me that is a testament to 
how unique and special our bar 
association is.  Our members still 
come to our events even when 
they have retired from the law or 
are celebrating a birthday.

I look forward to seeing you 
all at LBA annual meeting on 
April 13th.Buckholtz, Don Grant, 
Gene and Linda Crump, Sam Van 
Pelt, and a host of others. Simply 
because our paths would not have 
crossed in our professional lives. 
From where I stand at meetings in 

the back by the name-tag table, it 
is interesting to see the different 
groups of lawyers that gather at 
a table socializing. I think if it 
wasn’t for this monthly meeting 
we would all be too busy to spend 
an hour just being friendly to one 
another. I often leave monthly 
meetings feeling a little better 
about being a lawyer.  

The quote above gives a good 
message that a bad attitude is 
worse for your game than a bad 
golf swing. But a good attitude 
goes a long way. So please come 
to a meeting—it will improve 
your attitude about your chosen 
profession. And like golf, a good 
attitude will improve your practice. 

I look forward to seeing you 
at the Lincoln Bar activities this 
year! n
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“A bad attitude is worse than a bad golf swing.” 
Payne Stewart
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For the November clinic, Mark 
Fahleson presented to the LBA 
on “Ethical and Practical Tips 

for Protecting the Attorney-Client 
and Work-Product Privilege.” Mark 
led a discussion giving background 
on the corporate attorney-
client privilege, and spent time 
discussing the ethics rules 
regarding confidentiality, and the 
definition of client. Mark explained 

the different tests for determining 
whether communications made by 
in-house counsel are protected 
communications. Mark also 
gave practical tips for in-house 
counsel when communicating 
with employees such as using 
“Privileged & Confidential” in the 
subject line of all emails, beginning 
communications with a privilege 
instruction, and instructing 

employees not to forward emails 
or reply with copy to non-lawyers. 
Mark also recommended that for 
communications to be considered 
privileged, they must also be 
confidential when made, kept 
confidential, and have a legal 
purpose. The LBA thanks Mark for 
his time and expertise. n

Fahlson Presents at LBA November Clinic 
By Tara Tesmer Paulson
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This year as part of our annual 
meeting on April 13, 2017 
the Lincoln Bar Association 

will be providing a community 
outreach opportunity similar to 
something that we did a couple of 
years ago.  We are asking attendees 
to bring used professional and 
business casual clothing that 
they no longer use to the annual 
meeting to be donated to Educare 
of Lincoln.  Educare of Lincoln is 
a research-based early childhood 
program that offers services to 
children and families from birth 
to five years of age.  153 children 
and their families are served by 
Educare.  Minorities make up more 
than 60% of this population. 
 This research-based program 
partners with the University 
of Nebraska, Sixpence and the 
Lincoln Public Schools to educate 
economically disadvantaged 
children.  The Buffett Early 

Childhood Institute provides 
assessment resources and graduate 
teachers to Educare of Lincoln.  
Through these partnerships 
children are immersed in language 
and literacy skills, social and 
emotional experiences, problem-
solving and numeracy, and the 
arts.
 The Educare approach extends 
beyond the classroom to help 
children, families and communities 
thrive.  Primary teachers, trained 
in early childhood education 
remain with a cohort of children 
from birth to age three and 
age three to age five.  Family 
engagement specialists provide 
outreach, resources and support 
for Educare families.  The parents 
of these children are going to 
school or just beginning careers 
and are in need of the clothing as 
many are struggling financially.  
The donation of the clothing will 

assist the Educare community in 
providing outreach and support 
to Educare families.  This project 
was a success in the past with the 
YWCA as the beneficiary of our 
generosity.  Let’s show the same 
support for Educare of Lincoln as 
another non-profit that benefits 
the financially struggling segment 
of our society. n

By Hon. Timothy Phillips, Lancaster County Court Judge.

HOW TO HELP

Bring used professional and 
business casual clothing for 

donating

WHEN

LBA Annual Meeting, April 
13th

BENEFITS

Educare of Lincoln

Interested in advertising in the
LBA Newsletter?

We’d love to help you promote your practice or business or find needed personnel. 

Per issue rates:
Full Page - $100
Half-Page - $60

Quarter Page - $35

For more information,  contact Greg Walklin at gregory.walklin@nebraska.gov
The LBA Newsletter is published four times a year. 

The LBA Board of Trustees reserves the right to refuse any advertisement 
it deems inappropriate for  publication.





Meet the Judges Photos
Dec. 15, 2016
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NSBA Announces NE Free Legal Answers
By Liz Neeley

The NSBA’s Volunteer Lawyers 
Project is pleased to 
announce a new pro bono 

opportunity for Nebraska lawyers. 
NE Free Legal Answers (NFLA) is 
a free, virtual legal advice clinic 
for low-income Nebraskans with a 
non-criminal legal issue, such as 
landlord-tenant, consumer debt, 
guardianship, small claims and 
family law matters.  Qualified users 
can post a question online for a 
response by a volunteer lawyer.  
NFLA provides lawyers from all 
practice areas a convenient, 
rewarding and impactful way to do 
pro bono—anytime and anywhere 
there is Internet access.  
 NE Free Legal Answers is part 
of the American Bar Association 
Free Legal Answers project, a 
national pro bono program using 
technology to expand access to 
legal services in participating 
states.  The Website is modeled 
after a successful interactive 
website launched by the Tennessee 
Bar Association in 2011.  Nebraska 
is among 42 states committed to 
the project.  
 The Nebraska Rules of 
Professional Conduct regarding 
pro bono legal services allows 
lawyers to provide this short-
term limited scope representation.  
The general rules for conflicts 
apply only when the lawyer knows 

the lawyer or another lawyer in 
the lawyer’s firm has a conflict.  
Lawyers cannot use the Website to 
solicit fee-generating clients.
 For lawyers, NFLA removes 
barriers to doing pro bono 
work—no set schedules, long 
trainings or travel. NFLA provides 
an opportunity for all Nebraska 
lawyers, in good standing, to 
do pro bono work, including 
transactional, in-house, corporate, 
and government lawyers.  Lawyers 
choose convenient days and 
times to do pro bono and can 
record time spent researching 
and answering questions on the 
Website.  Participation is covered 
by NLADA malpractice insurance.  
 For Nebraskans, NFLA connects 
eligible users with a volunteer 
lawyer.  Website visitors must 
answer questions to screen 
eligibility.  Qualified users must 
be Nebraska residents, 18 years of 
age and older, not incarcerated, 
and meet financial eligibility 
requirements. Those not qualifying 
to use NFLA will be directed to 
information and services that may 
be helpful to their situation.   
 Once qualified, users provide 
a detailed description of the legal 
problem, name of the adverse 
party, and known deadlines or 
hearing dates. Users can upload 
documents or photos for the 

lawyer to review.  Questions are 
placed in a queue where lawyers 
can view and sort questions they 
want to answer. If a lawyer takes 
a question, the lawyer can answer 
then or later.  The response can be 
a complete answer or request for 
additional information.  Questions 
are returned to the main queue 
if the lawyer does not respond 
within 3 days. 
 An attorney-client relationship 
is formed when the lawyer answers 
the question.  The client receives 
an email to log in to the Website 
to view the response and may ask 
the lawyer a follow up question.  
If the client does not follow 
up within 10 days, the question 
automatically closes.  The lawyer 
determines when the limited 
representation ends and closes the 
question.  This ends the attorney-
client relationship.  The client 
will be asked to complete a survey 
regarding services.
 Visit the website at www.
NE.FreeLegalAnswers.org to 
register and learn how easy it is to 
do pro bono online.  If you have 
questions about NFLA or would like 
VLP to give a presentation at your 
law firm, contact Carol Cleaver at 
VLP@nebar.com or (402) 475-
7091. n
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Please join us for the Lincoln Bar Association’s Annual Meeting April 13, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. at the Cornhusker Marriott’s Arbor Room 1 & 2 (333 S. 13th Street, Lower Level by the 
escalators). We will have our annual business meeting and approve our new board member and officers, 

who are:

President-Andrea Snowden 
Vice President-Jeff Lapin 
Secretary-Greg Walklin 
Treasure-Adam Little

The meal is a two entrée sit down dinner with choice of Petite Filet or Grilled Chicken with Red Pepper 
Chimichurri, with Poached Pear Salad with Balsamic Dressing, and dinner rolls.   There will be dessert, iced tea, 
coffee and cash bar.  Free keg of beer until the keg is gone!

Back by popular demand for our entertainment will be Trivia Night produced by Geeks Who Drink.   
 
Please join us for another enjoyable evening, 
wonderful meal and good company. 
 
In order to make seating accommodations and 
meal preparations, please email a RSVP by 
Monday, April 10, 2017 to 
rsvp@lincolnbarassociation.com.

LBA Annual Meeting Notice

New Board Members: 
Tasha Everman, Rick Tast, Yohance 

Christie, Linsey Camplin
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Lincoln Bar Association 
Officers and Board of Trustees

Officers:
President: Matt Kosmicki

president@lincolnbarassociation.com

Vice-President: Andrea Snowden
Secretary: Jeff Lapin

Treasurer: Greg Walklin 
treasurer@lincolnbarassociation.com

Immediate Past President:
Milissa Johnson-Wiles

Board of Trustees:
Elizabeth Elliott
Kelsey Helget
Adam Little
Sarah Newell
Abby Osborn

Tara Tesmer Paulson
Hon. Timothy Phillips
Corey Wasserburger

Toni Wilson

LBA Website:
www.lincolnbarassociation.com

LBA Website Questions:
webmaster@lincolnbarassociation.com


